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THE FIRST: . 


LETTER 


COMPREHENSION, 
Written 1667. 


Good Confin, 


Am ſorry, that the Parliaments caſting out the Bz/l 
of Comprehenſion ſhould ſo much concern you as to 
put you into ſuch a paſſion as you exprelt againſt them, 
and me, at our laſt nights meeting, Sure the Compa- 
ny you now converſe with, and the ſirange Principles with 
which they have now poſlcſi you, have alter*d your nature, and 
turn'd your former reaſon into prejudice, and unbelief; if nor, 
you would have believed what I'did fo (criouſly affirm co be a 
known truth: namely, That this Age i not more ſevere againſt 
the difturbers of the ſettled Peace and Government of the Church 
and State, than they were in be very bappy days of our late and 
Good ©neen Elizabeth. Some of the Reaſons why I ſaid fo 
I do with very much affe@tion tender to your Conlideration, 
and toyour Cenſure too; and, that the laſt may be the more 
charitable, and you not apt to make the errours or failings of 
your Governours, feem more or greater than indeed they 
are 3 1ct me intreat,that you remember what I have very often 


aid to you; namely, That malicious men ( of whom _— I 
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do not take you to be one ) are the beſt Accuſers, and the worſt 
Fudges, And indeed I fear it would prove to be a very bit- 
ref truth, if ſore did attain that power which too'many la- 
bour for in theſe days, in which Schiſmz and Sedition are taken 
to be no finsz even by men who pretend a tenderneſs of Con- 
ſcience in much ſmaller matters. 

And, that I may keep ſome order, and you be the better 
Catisfied in what intend in this' Letter; I carneſtly intreat 
that you will at your next leiſure read in Mr. Cambdeny true 
Hiſtory-of the Life and Reign of our Good Queen Elizabeth z 
in which you may find, what care was then taken to prevent 
Schiſm, and the fad confufion that attends itz and, how the 
Contrivers of Libcls, and diſperſcrs of them, have been ſe- 
vercly punifh: 3 many of them even to death; as namely, 
Henry B,rrow, and many of his SeQaries for difturbing the 
publick peace of thc Nation, by ſcattering abroad their monſte- 
row Ojinions 3 as alfo, for affirming the Church ot England 
to be no true Church; and the like : Which you may find 


writtcn by the ſaid Mr. Cambden in the thirty-fixth year of 


that Good Qucens Reign. 

But, I commend more eſpecially to your Conſideration, the 
ſtory and ſad death of Hacker, and his Adherents; as namely, 
of Wigirton, Artbington, and Copinger, all Schilmaticks, and 
of one Set and Brotherhood : But I lay, I do moſt ſeriouſly 
commend to your Conſideration the beginning and death of 
the ſaid Hackeez who was firſt a pretender toa tenderneſs of 
Conſcience, but a Schiſmatick 3 and ſtopt not there, but be- 
came by degrees, ſo fully poſſett by the evil (pirit, the ſpirit of 
pride and oppoſition, that he publickly reviled the Queen, the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and the Lord Chanceilour z and 
bcing tranſported witha turious Zeal did at Jaſt become from 
a Schiſmatick to be ſo infamous an Heretick, that he was con- 
d<mned to death for his abominable Errors; at which time be 
reviled and curs'd bs Fudges, and died blafpheming and re- 
proachiug bis Creator ; This you may read in the Thirty-fourch 
year of Queen Elizabeth, as it is writtcn by honeſt learned 
Mr. Cambden, who concludes this fad fiory of Hacket with 
this obſcrvation, Thus doth tbe enemy of Mankind bewitch thoſe 
men whom be ſceth are not content to be wiſe uato ſobriety, Thele 
Rorics I, ſay, and too many like them, you may hud in 
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Mr. Cambdens Hiſtory of Queen Elizebeth 3 and you may find 
the like in Biſhop Spotſwoods Hiſtory of the Church of Scor- 
land; and alſo find the' like in Mr. Fullers Hiſtory of the 
| 4 | Choerch of Great Frittain; in which you may obſerve. what 
labour hath been uſed by the difcontented Non-conformiſts to 
unſettle the Government of the Church of England, and con- 
ſequently of the Statez and may there alſo tind, how ſevere. 
| ly many of them have been puniſhed : So that you need not 
wonder at what }faid laſt night; nor thiuk zbeſe the only times 
of perſecuting men -f tender Conſciences. | 
And for the better confirmation of what 1 now write, I 
will rcfer you to one teftimouy more, in the time of our late 
peaceful King Fames + Which teltimony you may view in the 
ſccond Volume of the Reports of Judge Crook, a man very 
learned in the Law. Bur, I (hall-fix{t cell you the occalion of 
that Report, which was this, © The Non-conformitts ( which 
« are in that Report callcd by the name of Puritans )) had gi- 
&« yen out that the King bad an intent to ſet up or give a Tolepation | 
« ro Popery > and, they had alſo compog'd a large Petition , 
« complaining of the ſeverity of ſome uſage, and of ſome f 
| | « Laws that concerned themlelves; and dcfaired that the ſeve- | 
« rity of thoſe Laws might be mitigated 3 theſe and other f 
1 &« like defircs were in the ſaid Petition z to which they had ! 
« procured not l<{s than ſcven hundred hands and the cloſe 
« of the Petition was, That if theſe defires were not granted, 
&* many thouſands of bis Snbjetts would be diſcontented : Which | 
'L <« indeed was not a threatning, but was underſtood to be ſome- 
' <« what like it. | 
| This report of his Majeſties intent to ſet #p or tolerate Popery, 
begot many fears and diſcontents in the Nation, and to pre- 
| vent greater diſturbances the King did appoint many of his | 
Privy Council, and all che Judges of the Land, to meet toge- | 
| ther in the Star-Chbamber z in which Aﬀembly the Lord Chan- | 
cellour declared to thcm the occaſion of this their publick | 
Convention 3 ard acked the Judges this following queſtion : 
( As you may read it in the very ſame "words in the ſaid 
learned Judges Reports in the ſecond year of the Reign of King 
amcS. ) 
Whether it were an offence puniſhable, and what puniſhment 
they deſerved, who framed Petitions aud yo" a — f 
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bands thereto, to prefer to the King in a publick cauſe as the Pari- 
tans bad done, with an intimation #0 the King, that if be de- 
ried their Suit, many thouſands of bis Subjeds would be diſcon- 
tented. , | 

» IWhereto all the Fudges anſwered,that it ws an offence finable at 
diſcretion, and very near Treaſon and Felony in the puniſhment ; 
for, they tended to the railing Sedition, Rebellion, and Diſcon- 
tent among the People: To wbich Reſolation 8! the Lords agreed. 
And theu many of th: Lords declared, That ſome of tbe Puritans 
bad raiſed a falſe rumour of the. King, That be intended to grans 
4 Toleration to Papiſts; Which offence the Judges conceived to be 
bainouſly finable by the Rules of the Commou Law, either in the 
Kings Bench, or by the King and bis Council z or now, ( ſince 
the Statute of the Third of Henry the Seventh in the Star- 
Chamber. And theLords ſeversly declared, How much the 
King was diſcentented with the ſaid falſe rumour, and had made 
but the day before a Proteſtation to them, that be never intendedit 1, 
#nd, that he wonld ſpend the laſt drop of blond in bis body, before 
he would do it ; and prayed, That before he or any of his 
Iflue ſhould maintain any other Religion than what he truly 
profeſſed and maintained, That God would take them out of 
the World. 

This you may find in that Report of that Learned Judge, 
aSit was left among many other of Reports, all exactly writ- 
ten with his own hand 3 and, as they are now publiſht by 
Sir Harebottle Grimftove, who is now the worthy Maſter of 
the Rolls. And you may note, that the ſaid Reports were pub- 
liſht in the year 1658. at which time, Oliver the Tyrant was in 
his full power; and, you may there find, that even all 01;- 
vers Judges allowed theſe Reports to be made publick, and 
ſubſcribed their Names to them, and with Olver*; conſent 
doubtleſs. For, he had found, that thoſe very Non: confor- 
miſts, whoſe Sedition helpt him into his power; became 
after a ſhort time as reſileſs and diſcontent with him, as 
they had been with their lawful King 3 and indeed as 
willing to pull him down, as they had been diligent to ſet him 
up. - | 

Dear Couſin ! theſe Places, to which I have referrcd you, 
for a Teſtimoriy of what 1 ſaid, arc not to be doubted; and, 
though you would not then give any credit to what I 
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afſured you I knew to be a truth; yee I hope you now will ; 
If not, ſearch, and you ſhall tind them true, 

And now (criouſly Sir! let me appeal to your own 
Conſcience, and ask ( though you wculd not then be- 
lieve me _) how cafily would you have given credit to 
any ſtranger, that had brought you news of any error 
committed by any Biſhop or their Chaplainsz or by any 
of the Conformable Clergy, though there were not any 
reaſonable Probability for it. Dear Coulm, conſider what I 
ſay, and conſider there is a great liock of innocent bloud to be 
anſwered for; not only the bloud of our late Vertu King 
and the bloud of the Archbiſbop of Canterbury, and the 
Lord Strafford, whoſe deaths were occafioned by the indiſcreet 
zeal and relileſs fury and clamours of the Non-conformills : 
And not only the bloud of theſe, but the ruine of many good 
and innocent Families, that now cat the bread of ſorrow, by 
being impoveriſhed and undon by theſe troubleſom Pretenders 
to Conſcience z and which is worſe, there is a corruption of 
the innocence and manners of the greatelt part of the Nation 
to be anſwered for; and all this occaſioned by our late Civil 
War 3 and that War, occaſioned by. the fury and zeal of the 
diſcontented refileſs Non- conformiits; .and them only; and 
note, that till then we knew not the name of Tadependent, or 
of Seeker, or Qaker. Couſin, theſe are the ſad effets of theſe 
buſic-bodies z many of whom God hath till fo blinded that 
they cannot yet ſee the Errors they have run themſelves and 
the Nation into nay, that would imbroil it again into grea- 
ter ruine than not be complied with in their peeviſh detires, 
which they miſcall tenderneſs of Conſcience. Dear Coulin, 
I will not ſay all; but indeed, too many of the men with 
whom you comply, and do {o much magnine, are too like 
Simeox and Levi, that were Brethren in this Iniquity. And 
as you Jove the peace of the Church, in which you were Bapti- 
zed ; and the peace of the Land in which you were bory, and 
the Laws by which you enjoy what you have.z nay, as you 
love the peace of your own Soul, draw back, and.Jct it not 
enter any more into their Councils or Confederacy 3 but at 
laſt take notice that though neither you, nor any of your Aﬀo- 
ciates ſcruple at the fin of Schiſm or Sedition, but ruſh into it 
without Conſideration os fear, cven as a Horle ruiiics iow 
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the battelz yet, I pray take notice that St. Paw! in his Fpi- 
{tle to the Galatians, reckons it with the deeds of the Ach; 
even with Murdty and Witcheraſt , which you ſo much abhor 
and-Ict me tell you, many think Seditiown a more hainons fin 
than they, by reaſon of the more evil and deſtiuQtive cffeRs 
of it ; for, Murder may become (o by taking away the life of 
but one fingle perſon : And Witchcraft hath its limits and 
bounds (ct to it, perhaps fo as not to take away the lite of any 
man, but only to do miſchicf to a (ingle perſon, or a Family, 
and mui end there. But who knows the limits of Sedition? Or, 
when the fire is kindlcd, which is intended by ſeditious men, 
who can,who is able to quench it ? And for ſore proofs of the 
miſerable eff-s of it, though I might give you too many 
inſtances of them in former timesz yer I will only refer you to 
the late Long Parlizmert now freſh in memory, and the woful 
eff-s of that Civil War, begot and maintained by ſchi(- 
matical, ſcditious, diſcontented men, that believed them- 
ſelves fit to be Retormers, when God knows wcll they were 
not. 

And for the ſorrow you exprefs for thoſe men of tender 
Con(ciences, that are (candalized at wearing a Swuvrplice, hneel- 
ing at receiving the Sacrament, tho Croſs in Baptiſm, and the 
likez and would have them therefore taken away, that ſo ma- 
ny, (o learned, and ſo godly Men might by taking themaway, 
be brought to a Conformity. and made capable of preaching 
the Goſpel, which otherwiſe they canuot do, by being ſcanda- 
lized at theſe Ceremonies : 

I now ask you, What if more men, and more learned 
ren,and more godly men,and as tender-conſcienced men ſhall 
bs ſcandalized by their being taken away ? What care will 
you, or thoſe of your Farty, take for their tender Confcicn- 
ces? Nay, Lack again, What if we forget or negle@ the ren- 
der Confciences of our own Party, and comply with yours? 
What (ecurity can you or they give us, that tis ſhall ſatisfie 
them ſoas to ack no more when this is granted ? Or, that a 
year hence their Diſciples, or thcir Succctiours ſhall reſt ſatisfi- 
ed with what is now deſired or granted? Rea ly, I cannot 
think any ſecurity can be given, but that all this being gran- 
ted, yet any man of a melancholly, or a malicious, or a pee- 
viſh, os a fantaſtical), or a wanton Conlcicnce 3 or a Conlci- 
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encethat inclines to get reputation, and court applauſe, may 
call his own a tender Conſcience, and become ſeditious, and 
reſile(s, if his tender Conſcience be not complicd with : And 
ſono end of their deſires, nor any more ſafety by granting 
what is deſired. 

I ſhall next endeavour to ſatisfie your deſire, or rather your 
chillenge, why I go ſo conſtantly'to the Charch Service 3 and 
my anſwer (hall beall in love and in lincerity, 

« [go to adore and worlhipmy God who hath made me of 
© nothing. and preſerved me from being worſe than nothing, 
© And this Worſhip and Adoration I do pay him inwardly in 
© my Soul, and teliifie it outwardly by my behaviour; as 
« namely, by my Adoration, in my forbearing to cover my 
© head in that place dedicated to God, and only to his Ser- 
« yices and alſo, by fianding up at the profeſſion of the 
«Crecd, which contains the ſcveral Articles that I and all 
« true Chriſtians profels and believe; and alſo by my ſtanding 
<« up at giving Glory to the Father, the Son, and to the Holy 
&« Ghoft and conicſling them to be Three Perſous, and but one 


« God. 


« And (ſecondly ) I go to Church to praiſe my God for my 
« Creation and Redemption, and for his many dehverances of 
©. me from the many dangers of my Body, and more eſpeci- 
« ally of my Soul in ſending me Redewption by the death of 
« his Son my Saviour; and for the confiant affifiance of his 
« Holy Spirit 3 a part of which Praiſe I perform frequently in 
« the Pſalms, which are daily read in the Publick Congre- 
&« pation. 

« And( thirdly ) I go to Church publickly to confeſs and 
« bewail my fins, and to beg pardon for them, for his merits 
« who dicd to reconcile me and all Mankind unto GoJ, who 
« js both his and my Father; and as for the Words in which 
« T beg this mercy, they be the Letany and ColleQs ot the 


« Church, compoled by thoſe learned and devout men whorn 


« you and I have truſicd totell us which is, and which is not 
« the written Word of God; and truſted alf» to tranſlate 
« thoſe Scriptures into Engliſh. And in thele Coll.s you 
« may note, that I pray abſolutely tor pardon of tin, and tor 
& pace to believe and ſerve God : But I pray for bealth, and 
« peace, and plenty, conditionally, even ſo far as they may tend 

to 
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the battelz yet, I pray take notice that St. Paw! in his Fpi- 
{tle to the Galatians, reckons it with the deeds of the fic(h; 
even with Murder and Witchcraft , which you ſo much abhor ; 
and Ict me tell you, many think Seditzon a more hainous fin 
than they, by reaſon of the more evil and deſttuQive cffeds 
of it : for, Murder may become (o by taking away the life of 
but one fingle perſon: And Witchcraft hath its limits and 
bounds (ct to it, perhaps fo as notto take away the lite of any 
man, but only to do miſchicf to a (ingle perſon, or a Family, 
and mult end there. But who knows the limits of Seditiou? Or, 
when the fire is kindlcd, which is intended by ſeditious men, 
who can,who is able to quench it ? And for ſome proofs of the 
miſerable eff-&s of it, though I might give you too many 
inſtances of them in former timesz yer I will only refer you to 
the late Long Parlizment now freſh in memory, and the woful 
eff-s of that Civil War, begot and maintained by ſchi(- 
matical, ſcditious, diſcontented men, that believed them- 
ſelves fit to be Reformers, when God knows wcll they were 
not. 

And for the ſorrow you expre(s for thoſe men of tender 
Conlciences, that are (candalized at wearing a Surplice, hneel- 
ing at receiving the Sacrament, tho Croſs in Baptiſm, and the 
likez and would have them therefore taken away, that ſo ma- 
ny, ſo learned, and ſo godly Men might by taking them away, 
be brought to a Conformity. and made capable of preaching 
the Goſpel, which otherwiſe they canuot do, by being ſcanda- 
lized at theſe Ceremonies : 

I now ask you, What if more men, and more learned 
ren,and more godly men,and as tender-con(cienced men ſhall - 
bz ſcandalized by their being takcn away ? What care will 
you, or thoſe of your Party, take for their tender Confcicn- 
ces? Nay, Lack again, What if we forget or negleQ the ten- 
der Confciences of our own Party, and comply with yours ? 
What (ecurity.can you or they give us, that tis ſhall ſatisfie 
them ſoas to asK no more when this is granted ? Or, that a 
year hence their Diſciples, or thcir Succciours ſhall reſt ſatish- 
ed with what is now dcfired or granted? Realy, T carnot 
think any ſecurity can be given, but that all this being gran- 
ted, yet any man of a melancholly, or a malicious, or a pee- 
viſh, or a fantaſtica), or a wanton Conlſcicnce 3 or a Conlci- 
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encethat inclines to get reputation, and court applauſe, may 
call his own a tender Conſcience, and become f(editious, and 
reſilc(s, if his tender Conſcience be not complied with : And 
ſono end of their deſires, nor any more ſafety by granting 
what is deſired. 

I ſhall next endeavour to ſatisfie your deſire, or rather your 
chillenge, why I go fo conſtantly'to the Chxrch Service z and 
my anſwer ſhall beall in love and in lincerity. 

«* [go to adore and worlhipmy God who hath made me of 
© nothing. and preſerved me from being worſe than nothing, 
© And this Worſhip and Adoration I do pay him inwardly in 
© my Soul, and teliifie it outwardly by my behaviour; as 
« namely, by my Adoration, in my foibearing to cover my 
e head in that place dedicated to God, and only to his Ser- 
« yices and alſo, by ſfianding up at the profcſſion of the 
«Crecd, which contains the ſcveral Articles that I and all 
« true Chriſtians profels and believe; and allo by my ſtanding 
<« up at giviag Glory to the Father, the Son, and to the Holy 
&« Ghoft and conicfling them to be Three Perſous, and but one 

« God. 

 _ « And (ſecondly ) I go to Church to praiſe my God for my 
« Creation and Redemption, and for his many deliverances of 
©. me from the many dangers of my Body, and more eſpeci- 
« ally of my Soul in ſending me Redewption by the death of 
« his Son my Saviour; and for the confiant afſiſiance of his 
« Holy Spirit 3 a part of which Praiſc I perform frequently in 
« the Plalms, which are daily read in the Publick Congre- 
« pation. 

« And( thirdly ) I go-to Church publickly to confeſs and 
« bewail my fins, and to beg pardon for them, for his merits 
&« whodicd to reconcile me and all Mankind unto GoJ, who 
« is both his and my Father; and as for the Words in which 
< T beg this mercy, they be the Letany and ColleQs ot the 


« Church, compoſed by thoſe learned and devout men whorn 


« you and | have truſicd totell us whichis, and which is not 
« the written Word of God; and truſted alf:»y to tranſlate 
« thoſe Scriptures into Engliſh. And in thele Collc&s you 
« may note, that I pray abſolutely tor pardon of tin, and tor 
&-pxace tO believe and ſerve God : But I pray for bealth, and 
« peace, and plenty, conditionally, even ſo far as they may tend 
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© to his Glory, and the good -of my Soul, and not; further : 
&« And thisconf:{ling my fins, and begging mercy ard pardon 


<« forthem; I do in my adoring my God, and-by the humble -- 
© potture of kneeling on my knees before Him : And in 
'« this manner, and, by reverend fitting to hear ſome choſen 


© parts of Gods Word read in the Publick Aﬀembly I ſpend 
© one hour of the Lords day every Forenoon ; and half (o 
* much time every Evening. : And, fince this uniform and 
© devout cuſtom, of joyning together 4n Pwxblick Confeſſion, 
<« and Praiſe, and - Prayer, and Adoration of God, and in one 
** manner, hath been negle&ed, the power of Chriſtianity 
© and humble Piety is ſo much decayed, that it ought not to 
© be thought on, but with ſorrow and: lamentation : And, [I 
< think eſpecially by the Non-conformiſts. 


And latily, (for am tedious beyond my intention) where- 


as you, and. your Party, would have the Biſhops and Cathedral- 
Church Lands ſold to ſupply the preſent neceſkities of the Na- 
tion 3 I fay, firſt, God prevent the Nation from ſuch necefli. 
ties, as ſhall make them guilty of ſo many Curſes as have been 
by the Doners of thoſe Lands intailed with thoſe Lands upon 
thoſe men, that alienate them to any other uſe chan for the uſe 


of thole that ſhall ſerve at God*s Altarzto which end the Prieſts 


Portion was kept with Care and Conſcience till the days of 
King Henry the Eighth, who is noted, to make the firfi breach 
of thoſe Oaths that were always taken and kept by his Pre- 
deceſſors, and taken by himſelf roo, to preſerve the Church- 
Lands ; and it is noted, that he was the firlt Violator of thoſe 
many Laws made alfo to preſerve them 3 out of which Lands 
he took, at the diſſolution of the Abbies, a part for himſelf; 
exchanged a part with others, that thirſted to thrive by the 
diſſolution 3 and gave the reſt tobe ſhar d amongſt the Com- 
plying Nobility, and other Families, that then were in grea- 
teſt power and favour with him; concerning which (if you 
deſtic a further information ) I refer you to alittle Treatiſe 
written by the Learned Sir Henry Spelman, ( called De #on 
temerandis Eccleſiis, ) and eſpecially to the Preface before it 3 
in which you may tind many ſad Obſervations of the ſaid 
King and find there alſo, that more of the Nobility, and 
thoſe other Families, and their Children that then ſhared the 
"Church-Lands, came to .die by the Sword of Juftice, _ 

Ootner 
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other eminent misfortunes in twenty years, than had ſuffered 
in four hundred years before the diflolutionz and for a proof 
of which, he refers you to the Parliament Rolls of the twenty- 
ſeventh of that King, | | 

And to me it ſeems fit that the Obſervations. of the ruine, 
and misfortune of the other Families that were ſharers of the 
Church-Lands, made by that pious and learned Knight fince 
the ſaid twenty years, ( which he left written ) :are not 
alſo made publick 3 but, poſſibly they may pare too near the 
quick, andare therefore yet forborn. 

I will ſay nothing of Queen Elizabeth ; but for King Fames, 
I will ſay he did neither follow King Henry's, nor her Preſi- 
dent; and his Childrens Children fit this day upon his 
Throne. And for his Son, Charles the Firſt, ( who is, juſtly 
called the Martyr for the Church ; ) He had alſo well conſidered 
the Oaths taken by all his Anceſtors, and by Himſelf too at his 
Coronation, to preſerve the Lands aud Rights. of the Church; and 
therefore in his Book of Pcnitential Meditations and Vows, 
made in his ſad Solitude and Impriſonment. at Hvlmby ; you 
may,in that Chapter of the Covenant there find;that at that time 
when he apprehended Himſelf in danger of death, yer, that 
| this was then his Reſolution. 


The principal end of ſome men in this Covenant is the abaſing of 
Epiſcopacy z#xto Presbytery, axd of - robbing the Church of its 
' Lands and Revenues But I thankGod as no man lay more open to 
the ſacrilegious temptation of uſurping them, ( which iſſuing chiefly 
from the Crown, are held of it, and can legally revert ouly tothe 
Crown with my conſent ) ſo T have always had ſuch a perfet ab- 
borrence of 'it in my Soul, that 1 never found the leaft inclination 
to ſuch ſacrilegions reformings , and yet uo man hath a greater 
defire to have biſhops and all Church-men ſo reformed, that they 
may beſt deſerve and nſe, nit ouly what the pious munificence of my 
Predeceſſors bave given to God and the Church, but all other addi- 
tions of Chriſtian bounty. ; | 
. But no neceſſity ſhall ever ( T hope) drive me or mine to invade 
or ſell the Prieſts Lands which Pharaoh's Divinity and Joſeph's 
erue Piety abhorred to do. Thadrather live,as my Predeceſſor Henry 
the Third ſometimes did, on the Churches Alms, than violently to 
take the Bread out of the Biſhops and he” mouths. 1 

ere 
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There are ways enough to repair the breaches of the flate without 
the ruins of the Church; as T would be a reftorer of the one, ſo 1 
we#s!d not be an Oppreſſor of the other, under the pretence of pub- 
lick, debts \ the occaſions of contrating them were bad enough, but 
ſuch a diſcharging of them would be much worſe. I pray God © 
neither I nor mine may be acceſſary of either. 


Sir, I have been longer than I intended 3 for which I crave 
your pardon ; and beg of God, that you may at laſt ſce and 
well conſider the many errors that your indiſcreet zeal hath led 
you into and that you and your Party may ce alſo the many 
miſeries it hath helpt to bring upon others; and that for the 
xcmainder of your days you and they may redeem the time 
paſt, by repenting your indiſcreet zeal, and ſtudy to be quiet, 
and to do your own buſineſs; to this I ſhall encourage you, and 
that done, to live as unoffenſively to others, and as firicly to 
your (elf as you do intend, and by Gods grace added to your 
endeavours, he ſhall make you able; and I humbly belecch 
Almighty God, that you and I may daily praQtiſe an humble 
and a peaceable piety, ſo humble and peaceable a picty as may 
fiop the mouths of all gain-ſayers ; for, it is certain ſuch holy 
and quict living will bring peace at the laſt. And in this the 
Almighty God give me grace tobe like you. 


Stady to be quiet, and to do your own buſineſs, 1 Theſ. 4.11. 


February the 18, - 


1667, \ 
Your Aﬀe@ionate Friend, 
and C oſin, 


R. W. 


Fg 
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Gs THE SECOND > 
LELI TIER. 
Dear Couſin, 


Return you, my unfeigned thanks for your Letter of the 
15. inſtant, which I received three days paſt; it was 
mixt with love and anger, but I ſhall in this-my anſwer, 
obſerve what you ſo carncſily defire 3 namely, not to ju- 

ſtifie the Errors or Irregularities of thoſe that you call my Par- 

ty,. or my Clergy. And for ſome teſtimony, that I will do what 

I profels, I will begin with a Confeſſion, that I think as you 

ſay 3 That when a Clergy-man appears in along, curled, trim 

Periwig. a large Tippet, and a filk Cafſock, or the like vain 

and coſtly Cloathing : It he preaches againſt Pride, and for 

Mortification, his Hearers are neither like to believe him, or 

praiſe what he preaches, either then, or at other times, 

though what he ſays bean undoubted truth : Becauſe Example 
is of. greater power to incline men to Vice, than Precepts have 
to perſuade to Virtue, And I wiſh as heartily as you do, that 
all ſuch Clergy-mens Wives as have fi]k Cloaths, be-daubed 
with Lace, and their heads hanged about with painted Ri- 
bands, were enjoyned Penance tor their pride: And their 

Husbands puniſht for being ſo tame, or (0 era Onto as 

to (uffer them; for, by (uch Cloaths, they proclaim their 

own Ambition, and their Husbands folly. 

And I tay the like, concerning their ſtriving for Precedency 3 
and for the higheſt places in Church-Pews. 

And I wiſh as heartily as you do, that double Benefices were 
not diſpenſed with, to ſuch an inconvenience as is now too 


viſible. And that no Diſpenſations might be granted for any 
OE Ee” man 
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man to be Prebend, or , Canon- Refidentiery of two Churches ; 
Such as Weſtminſter and "Durbam; "or Windſor and 


. Wells: Becauſe Refidence,-and the other duties, required in 


thoſe places, is not conſiſtent with their diſtance from each 
other 3 nor, with the Donors intention: And alſo, becauſe 


ſuch a fingle Prebend, is a fair ſupport for an humble Clergy- 


\ 


man, and if he be proud or covetous, he delerves not fo 
much, 

And, I confeſs alſo, what you ſay of a Clergy-mans bidding 
to faſt on the Eves of Holy-days, in Lent, and the Ember 
Weeks : And I wiſh thoſe biddings were forborn, or. better 
praQtiſed by themſelves 3 for it is too viſible they do not what 
the Church for good reaſons enjoyns them 3 and they others, 
in the Churches name. 

And, I wiſh as heartily as you can, that they would not on- 
ly read, but pray, the Common Prayer; and, not huddle it 
up fo faſt, ( as too many do _) by getting into a middle of a 
ſecond Colle&, before a devout Hearer can fay Amen to.the 
firſt, 

But, you ought to conſider, that there be Ten thouſand 
Ctergy-men in this Nation, ( for there are Nine thouſand Pa- 
riſh- Churches in it, befides Colledges and Chappels _) and the 


number of them that be thus faulty are not many, when com- 


pared with thoſe that be grave,and regular : And,I could name 
many of the Epiſcepsl Clergy,whole lives are ſo Charitable, Hum- 
ble, and Innocent, that they might fay totheir Pariſhioners, as 
St. Pawl of himſelf to his Philippians, Walkſo as you have me for 
an Example. But, I muſt confels there are too many that do 
not liveſo 3 and, with whom I am as much offended, as you 
expreſs your (elf tobe. | 
And now, having unbowelled my very foul thus freely to 
you, and I proteſt, as ſincerely and truly as I can expreſs my 
felf : My hope is, that I ſhall in what follows appear to be ſo 
unintereſted in any Party, that where I ſpeak cvident truth 
and reaſon, you will affent unto it; in which Þope, I will 
endeavour to lay before you, in my plain way, the many in- 
conveniences, that would 1 think follow, if that liberty were 
| gran which you and your Party have fo long, and do (ill 
o earneftly ſirive for, the effeQts of which liberty would be 
Sebiſm, Herefie, Rebellion, and Miſery, from which God prevent 
Us. Idid 
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Fldid in a Letter,writ now ſome years paſt,endeavour to un- 
beguile your Brother : And,: though it did not at that preſent 
wholly do what I defigned; yet it abated ſo much of that fu- 
rious zeal that had prepoſſeſt him, that he declared on his 
death-bed, ** The remembrance of thoſe hours ſpent in devoti- 
© on, and as of Charity, were then his comtort, and thoſe 
<« ſpent in diſputes, and oppolition to Government, were now 
* a Corrofive, or ( as Solomon ſays of ill-gotten riches) 
= gravel in bis teeth, And my dear Cozen, in hope of the 
like good ſucceſs, I ſhall, in the following part of my Letter; 
commend- the ſame, or like Arguments to your conlideration 
in order to the undeceiving you :; And Ifhall not be fo curious 
for words or method, as diligent. to ſpeak reaſon: and. truth 
plainly, and without provocation. 

And firſt, I will conſider our happineſs that were born, bap- 
tized, and do now. live in the Church of England, which is 
believed by the moſt learned of all Foreign Churches, to be the 
moſt Orthodox and Apoſtolical, both for DoGrine and Diſcipline, 
of all thoſe very many that. have reformed from the corrupti- 
ons of the Church of Rome. And1I think -it is worthy your no- 
ting 3 that thoſe Biſhops and Maryyrs, that affifted in this Re- 
formation, did not ( as Sir Henry Wotton laid wiſely ) think 
the farther they went from the Church of Rome, the wearer they 
got to heaven, ( for they might go toofar ) but, they did with 
prudent and deliberate conſideration, retain what was conſi- 
fient with Gods Word, and the practice of the moſt Apoſtoli- 
cal, Primitive,and pureſt times 3 as may appear by the many un- 
an{werable reaſons that have been given againſt both the No#- 
Conformiſts and Papiſfts that have excepted againſt our Refor- 
mation : The tirſt, for retaining too much 3 and the latter, for 
notenough. For you ought to note, that neither of thcm have 
ever writ againſt the Do&rine or Diſcipline of this Church, but 
they have received anſwers to their damage. And this being 
conſidered, you ought to lay to heart the diſturbance that ma- 
ny of you, that pretend to tenderneſs of Conſcience, have 


formerly made, and do ſtill make, in this Church and State, . 


even at this preſent time. And you ought to conſider, that it 
this Church were overthrown, the Church of Rome would 
make it their great advantage #nd therefore many of them 
do encourage and afliit you in this preſent difturbance, and 


C 3 for. 
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for-no other end ; And therefore, look about you in time, and 
do not ſay, when it is too late, ' Tow meant not to bring! in Pope- 
yy : Bur remember I once told you, there was a Lawyer that 
was {o ignorant, that he thought he ſpoke againſt his Clients 
Adverlary, when he ſpoke for him, and meant! it not, And 
after ſuch a manner you a for the Charch of Rome : For let 
me tel] you, that if ever Popery or a ſtanding Army, be ſet up 
in this Nation, ( which God grant I may never ſee )) it is the 
indiſcreet zeal, and rcfileſs aCtivity of you and your Party 
that will bring both in, though you mean it not. 

Let me ask you ſeriouſly, Can you think the powerful man, 
that is now become of the Romiſh Church, did love you ſo 
much, or, like your Principles ſo well, as to get a Suſpenſion 
of the Laws againſt Conventicles, becauſe he liked your Opi- 
nions,' or your PraGices, when the power was in your hands, 
io the time of the late miſchievous Long Parliament 1640 ? 
Or can you think, he or his Party did hold a Correſpondence 
with ſome of the Chief of your Party, for any other end, but 
to aſſifi in the ruine of the Exgliſh Church ? no doubtleſs; for 
they know, and, you ought to conſider, that if that were 
but down, there were no viſible bank to ſtop the ſtream of 
Popery ; And then, farewel the liberty and care of ten- 
der Conſciences ; There would be an <nd of that cajouling 
and flattery. 

And next, let me ask you this friendly queſtion: Do you 
think there is ſuch a fin as Herefie 2 And if yon think there be, 
let me ask you, Whether he that holds Hereticat Opinions 
ſhould be ſuffered to go up and down to poyſon and perſnade 
others to his belief? And if you believe he ought not fo to 
do, thenIask, Whether Herefie can be known to be Hereſie, 
or prevented, or punitht, but by ſome power trulicd in the 
hands of ſome Pcrſon or Perfons whom the higheſt Power 
hath choſcn and truſted to judg what is Herefie: And then, 
prevent,” or (ſuppreſs and puniſh it. And if you grant this, 
( which no man of reaſon will deny) 1 hope you will grant 
Clergy-men,whoſe time hath been (ſpent in ſuch ſtudies as have 
enabled them to know trmb and falſhood, are the fitteſt to Judg 
what is Hereſie: And it you grant this, then theſe judges 
mult have ſome name to diſtinguiſh them from others of the 
inferiour Clergy. And, if by a name of diſtinQion? I hope 

, the 
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the known name of Biſhop ( or Church Governour }) which is 
ſo frequently uſed in Scripture, and: the Writings of all the 
Fathers of the Church, and ſo' well known in this and all 
Nations, will not be by you excepted againſt. 

And this is told you in order to remembring you, that in 
the time of the late Long Parliament, 1640. the common 
Citizens had been {1 madded, by the diſcourſe and Sermons of 
the Nonconforming Miviſters, ( which pretended tenderneſs 
of Conſcience ) that they, being poſſeſt with a furious zeal, 
went by troops to the Parliament at Weſtminſter, clamoured, 
and affronted the Biſhops, as they went thither, and cried 
. out, No Bifheps | no Biſhops | that is to ſay, No Judges of 
Herefie or Schiſm; No puniſhing of theſe, which you call fins 3 
but, we know are not : We know what #4 truth, and reſolve to do 
what is good in our own eyes. Andby ſuch clamours, and, the 
malicious, miſguided, and aQtive Zeal that then poſſeſt thoſe 
people, and a minor part of the Parliament then fitting ; 
The major and more prudent part of it, were fo affronred, 
'and threatned, that they appeared not; and jn their abſence, 
the Biſhops voted as uſele(s, as the faid Zealous and Ipno- 
rant Common people had dcfir'd. 

And now the hedge of Government, and puniſhment be. 
ing broken down : Dell, the Arch- Heretick , Printed his Book 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt 3 and that, and ſo many ſuch orher He- 
reſies and Blaſphemies were then Vented, Printed, and Juſtih- 
fied ; as Lamneicther willing to remember, or name, 

My good Couſin, this was the effec of that ignorant zeal 
then 3 and,to this it tends now again: And to this it will come, 
if God be not ſo good to this ſinful Nation, as to make the 
' Women, . the Shop-keepers, and the middle-witted People of 
it, le(s bufie, and more humble and lowly in their own eyes, 
and to think that they are neither called, nor are fit to meddle 
with, and judge of the moſt hidden and my(terious points in 
Divinity, and Government of the Church and State : And in- 
ſtead ot being Buſie bodies, ( which St. Peter accounts tobea 
fin, x Pet.4.15. ) to toilow that counſel which St. Pal gives 
to his Theſſalonians, To fludy 20 be quiet, and to do their own 
buſineſs, 2 Thel4. Il'T. 

I have told you, how the major part of the Parliament, 
and the Biſhops were uicd by the minot part, and thoſe 

pretenders 
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pretenders. to Conſcience, that were of their Party. Now, 
give me leave to tell you, how theſe zealous men, having 
gotten into all power, uſed the two Univerſities of this Nati- 
on, and thoſe of the Beneficed Clergy, that would not vio- 
late thoſe Oaths they had taken, both when they took their 
degrees in the Univerſity, and at their entring into Holy Or- 
ders, at their being made Deacons and Prieſts : As alſo, their 
Oaths to the Biſhop at their admiſſion into their (piritual Li- 
vings, and the care of Souls, 

And firſt for the uſage of the Univerſities : Doubtleſs, all 
rational and unintereſied men cannot but think the Univer- 
ſities fitteſt to make or judge of all lawful or unlawful Oaths : 
As alſo, of obediencc to Governours ; But it was ſo far other- 
wiſe, that very unlearned, and very unfit men, were ſent to 
Viſit, judge, and reform them. And, by them was alſo ſent 
the Covenant, and other Oaths to be taken without diſputing z 
to be taken, even by all, from the loweſt Gradzate to the 
higheſt in Orger or Power z or to loſe their ſubliſtence by 
being expelled both their Colledges and the Univerfity. 
And this was executed with very great ſiriqne(s, and 
as much cruelty, by theſe pretenderxs to tenderneſs of Con- 


' ſcience. 


And in like manner were all conformable Peneficed Miniſters 
uſed by a Committee of erwel and ignorant Triers z who were 
to examine and judge of their Learning, and their meaſures 
of Grace: And if they were by them judged defeQive in ei- 
ther, then they were unfit to hold their good Livings 3 And 
by this means, and their impoſing the Covenant and other 
Oaths, and their refuling to take them, thoſe good Livings 
became void, and fit for thoſe Tryers themſelves, or their 
Friends, that had Learning and Grace; ( and Gratitude too. ) 


- And they were quickly got into. poſſeſſion, and the right 


Owners as quickly impriſoned for not taking the Covenant, 
and other Oaths, contrary both to their Conſciences, and the 
many Oaths they had former]y taken. 

Solomon in his Book of Wiſdom, Chap. 2. makes the wicked- 
neſs of the ungodly firſt to blind them, and then he makes them 
to lay, Our power is the Law of righteouſneſs. And ſuch was 
the Power and Law of theſe Tryers, and ſuch was their cruel 
uſage of that Power 3-as was too ſadly teſtified by the great 
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ſuffering of the Couſormeble Clergy: Many, whoſe great po- 


verty and other ſufferings were luch, and undergone with ſo 
much patience, and fo calm a fortitude (for many had Wives, 
and many Children ) that I proteſt, 1 hearda very conlidera- 
ble Papiſt ſay in thoſe times, That if their Clergy would bave 
ſuffered balf ſo much in the days of King Edward the Sixth, the 
Religion of the Proteſtants bad never prevailed in England. 
Which (ſaying ſcemed to me very conſiderable. 

And I think this to be confiderable alſo; That thoſe 
Tryers, and thcir Brethren of the ſeveral Committees, came 
by degrees to diftinguiſh themſelves from others, by calling 
themticlves, The Godly Party; And by degrees came to ſuch a 
contidencethat they only were (o 3 that they made God to be 
as crucland ill natured a God as they were men ; Not allow- 
| ing him to ſave any, but themſelves, and their Party. 

But I will urge this no farther; left the truth I write ſeem 
£00 bitter. 

But Ircturn to what may ſecm more conſiderable, and pro- 
bably lefs provoking. | | 

I do obſerve, that your Party that ſcruple many ſmall 
things, (cruple not at the great fin of Schbiſm: I thiok, they 
do (carte conſider, or think there is ſach a fin. And this is the 
more to be wondred at , becauſe, inall the Reformed Churches 
in Forergs Natjons they think otherwiſe, and puniſh it. And 
they think the DodGrixe, and Diſcipline, and Publick Worſhip 
of God in our Church to be molt Apoſtslical, and mcft agree- 
able to the Word of God ; And many of them wiſh theirs were 
like to ours. And, .for a teſtimony of this, I refer you to a 
view of their (ſeveral approbations of it, as they be collected 
and ſummed up, and lately publiſhed by Dr. Dxrell, Cometimes 
Preacher of the Reformed French Church in the Savoy in 
London. 

And for one tcſtimony that the fin of Schiſm ought to 
be better conſidered, and. carefully avoided by all people, I 
ſhall in what follows give youarclation that may prove Iam 
not ſingular in this opinion: Wiſhing moſt affcAtionately 
that it may provcas uſctul as-it is truez and as I intend 
it. | 
In the late perſecution of the Conformable. Clergy, there 
was Dr. Eleazer Duncon, a Prebend, (I think of Ely, or 

D Durham ) 
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Dwarbam-) -a-man of ſingular learning, and of an unblemiſhe 
life z but ſequeſired he was3 and you may gueſs why. This 
good man being (equeltred, and ſo made ulelefs as to the fer- 
vice of Gods Church publickly : And being independer.t of 
the world, as to Wife and Children, and weary of behold- 
iog the raine of 40 many ſacred Structures, the crucl uſage, 
contempt, and poverty of the Conformable Clergy, ( tor 
many ot them had Wives and Children ) refolved to ſpend 
ſome part of the remaining part of his life in travel: And 
thereby to inform him(clt by conference and obſervation, 
what the belief and publick Worſhip of God was, both in the 
Greekand all the Latine Churches z not only thoſe that de- 
pcnd, but thoſe that be independent on the Church of Rome 
and he did ſo, to his great ſatisfaction: And after ſome years 
ſo ſpcar, in his return homeward ( which was in the year 
1648. ) he took Venice in his way : To which place he came 
indiſpoſed as to his health 3 and immediately tell into a dange- 
ryus Fever. 

This good man was in his long Travel ſo noted for his learn- 
ing, and the ſanity of his life, that the day after his arrival 
in Venice he was (ent to by Father Fulgentio, who had been the 
Pupil, and was now the Succeſſor to Father Paul in his Col- 
ledge of the Service ( Father Paul and Fulgentio are both ſo 
known and valued by all the learned of Traly, and all other 
Chriſtian Nations, that they neither need my Character or 
Commendations ) to enquire his health, and an offer of ad- 
vice to procureit. And, in order to both, he would wait on 
him next day, if he pleaſed toallow it, The lafi of which bcing 
thankfully accepted z the Father did the next day at a (caſona- 
ble hour make him a charitable viſit : And after a loving and 
quiet Conference, the Father having treated him with words 
of Chriſtian compaſſion, offered him a ſupply of money if he 
needed; and being ready to take his leave, told the Door, 
He and his Colledge ſhould pray for bim both day and night. Which 
good office the Doctor moſi humbly accepted. of, and after gi- 
ving thanks, added this: 

Father, your Cbarity is the more perfe&,in that you will do this 
Chriſtian office for oue 1hat your Church accounts an Heretick, To 
which the Father's reply was; © But I do not: I look up- 
< on you as a true Catholick yea, as a Confeſſor, forced 

** out 
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© our of your Native Country for the profeſſion of the moſt 
« erue Religion 3 for, I look upon the Church of England, as 


6 I know it by your Liturgy, Articles and Canons ( Iknow 
* not your practice ) to be the moſt Apoſtolical Church in the 
& whole World, and the Church of Rome to be at this time 
« the molt impure. 

After which ingenuous profeſſion, the Father obſerving the 
Doctor to grow faint and uneafic, left him for that time 3 bur, 
after the DoQtors recovery, and during his ftay in Vexice, the 
Father and he had many free and friendly diſcourſes, of the 
ſame ſubjc&, in one ef which, the DoCtor ſaid : 

Father, your Confeſſion of the impurity of the Roman Church 
and the 18. of your own Objeions, lately ſhew'd to me againſt it, 
require an Apology for your continuing iu #bat Communion. 

To which the Fathers reply was; 

&« 4 man may live in an infited City, and not have the Plague, 
« My Judgment and publick Practice in Religion are both (o 
* well known here, and at Rome, ( and both to my danger 
<« and damage )) that I may continue in it with more ſafety than 
« others : And, ſeparation may be a fin in me, who Judge 
« theunity of the Church in which I was baptized and con- 
& firmed, and the peace of the State in which I was born, to 
<« be prefcrred before my private opinion, intereſt, or fatis- 
« fa@&ion 3 andI think,to commit a Schiſm, and ſeparate from 
&« that Church, would make me guilty ot the fin of a Scandal 
& juſtly given and therefore live in it, and die in it I muſt, 
< though it be the impureſt of Chriſtian Churches. But let 
« him that now is not of it, never be of that Church, which 
* is ſo far departed from the Primitive purity, and now 
« maintained only by ſplendour, and the maxims,and praQice 
<« of polity. | 
- If you doubt the truth *of this * The truth needs not 
rclation, I will give you unqueſtit- - og, by ooy ee 
onable confirmation of it at our p,, wt we Hiſtory of 
next meeting. It has been longer the Council of Trent : And 
than T intended, and I beg your par- then, reads his Life as it is 
don , and beg you alſo, to conſider,  fruly writ by his Diſciple 


with what inconfiderable zeal you — ONO 


and your Party ruſh into 'Schiſm, red before the ſaid Hiſtory. 
and give juſt cauſe of Scaudat' by | 
D 2 oppoling 


— . 
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oppoling Government, and affronting that Church in which 
you were born, and baptized, ( and F hope confirmed by 2 
Biſhop. ) I chink the doing ſo, requires your fad and ſerious 
conſideration. For if there be ſuch fins as Schiſm and Scandal 
( and if there were not, they could nct have names in Scrij- 
pture: ) then, give me leave to tell you, I cannot but wonder 
that you and the ſcruple-mongers of your Party, ſhould ruſh 
into them, without any tenderneſs, or {cruple of Con- 
(cience. | 
And herelet me tell you, the Church of Exgland, which 
you oppoſe, cnjoyns nothing contrary to Gods Word; and 
hath ſummcd up in her Creeds and Catechiſm, what is necelſ- 
{ary for cvcry Chriltian to know and to do : And can you,that 
are a Shop- keeper, or private man, think that you are fit to 
teach and judge the Church, or the Church fit to teach and 
judge you? Or canyou think the ſafety or peace of the State 
or Church in which you live ſhould depend upon the ſcruples 
2n-l miſtakes of a party of the Common People, whoſe in- 
diſcreet and aQtive zcal makes them like the reſtleſs Seribes and 
Phariſees, Mat. 13. 15. who compaſs Sea and Eand- to get 
{artics to be of their opinions, and by that means bcget con- 
fuſion in both? No, doubtleſs: Common reaſon will not al- 
low of this belicf; for a liberty to preach and perſuade to 
your dangerous Principles, would enflame the too hot and fa- 
rious zcal of ſo many of your Party 3 and beget ſo many more 
relilels and dangerous contentions, that there could be nei- 
02 HO NE eg L Ian _ quict or — in . 2 ga der 
." by keeping a ſtanding Army *,whic 
oc TO —_ deteft,and from the cauſe 
of which God deliver us. I have 
told you often, that Samnuel fays, 1 Sam.15.23. Rebellion is 
like the fin of Witchcraft; and I cannot te]l you too often thee 
Sebiſm is too like that myſterious fin; for when the fire of 
Schiſm and Rebellion is kindlcd, no man knows where it will 
end. Conſider this, and remember, that St. Fade accounts 
them that make Sets, to be fleſhly; and not to bave the Spirit of 
Ged, which too many of your-Fraternity pretend to. 
And now, after ſo long ſeriouſneſs, give me liberty to be 


fo pleaſant as to tell you a Tale, by which LI intend not to pro- 


voke you, but to explain my meaning, 
* There 
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© There was a North-Country man, that came young and 
*© poor to Lendoy,to (eck that which he call'd his fortune, and 
«* it proved to be an Hofiler in an Inn of good note in that 
« City, in which condition he continued ſome years, and by 
< diligence and frugality got and ſaved fo much money, that in 
&* time he became the Maſter of that Inn. And not long after 
* his arrival to that happineſs, he\ſcnt for three of his Neeces, 
© one to ſerve. him in his Kitchinz and the other two did 
© ſerve for ſome years in a like condition in' other houſes, *cill 
* mine Hoſt their Unkle dicdz - who, at his death, left to each 
* of them a hundred pound, to buy each of them a North- 
* Country Husband 3 and alſo to cach of them ten pound to 


<* buy new Cloaths, and bear their charges into the North, to . 


<« ſce their Mother. | 

<* The three Siſters reſolved to gotogether 3 and the day 
«© being appointed, two of them bought very fantaſtical 
« Cloaths, and as gaudy Ribbands, intending thereby to be 
<* noted and admired 3 bat the third was of a more frugal hu- 
© mour, ( yet aimed at admiration too ) and faid ſhe would 
«* fave hcr money, wear her old Cloaths, and yet be noted and 


<* pet reputation at a cheaper rate: For (he would hold ſome fin- . 


<« -ular new fantaſtical opinion in Religion,an1 thereby get ad- 
{© mirers, and as many as they ſhould; and it proved lo. 
And doubtleſs thisis the Ambition of many Women, Shop- 


keepers,and other of the Common Peopl: of very mean parts, | 


who would not be admired or noted if they did not trou- 
ble themſelves and others, by holding ſome odd, impertinent, 


ſingular opinions. And tell me freely, do not you think that | 


filence would become our Cofan Mrs. B— than to talk fo-much 
and ſo boldly, againſt thoſe Clergy- men,and others that bow ax 
the Altar, ( (hefays t» the Altar ) and uſe other hke reverence 
in Churches, where ſhe and her Party are fo familiar with 
God as touſe none? And concerning- which let me tell you 
my thoughts, and then leave you to judge.. Almighty God in 


the Second Commandment ſays, he would have none to bow + 


down or worſhip a graven Image : Intimating, as I ſuppoſe, 
a Jealouſie, let that reverence or worſhip,” which belongs 


only to him, be aſcribcd or given to an Idol; or Image. But, - 


that reverence and worſhip does belong to him, and was al. 
ways paid to him, is to me manifeſt by what the Prophet 
D 3 David 
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David ſays, Pſal.$, I will in thy fear worſhip towards thy holy 
Temple, And agam, 1 will praiſe tby name, and worſhip to- 
ward thy holy Temple. And again, Pal. 132.138. O let w 
worſhip, and fall down, and kneel before the Lord. Theſe and 
many more might be urged out of che Old Teſtament. And in 
the New, you may lee it is a duty to worſhip God. Firlt, 
St. Paul (ays, Hebi13.10. We bave an Altar. . And you may 
note, Rev.22-9- where the Angel that had ſhewed: St. Fobn a. 
Viſion, forbad him to fall down to him, but bad him fall 
down and worſhip God. And again, Chap.14.7. Worſhip bim 
that made heaven and earth. ] omit more Teſtimonies which 
might be multiplied, and (hall tell you next, that Churchcs 
are ſacred, and not to be uſed prophanely : For you. may 
note, that our Saviour did,with a divine indignation, whip the 
money-changery ont of the Temple for polluting it 3 and ſaid, His 
heuſe ſhould be called the bouſe of Prayer. 

And let me tell you, that in the Primitive times, many of 
thoſe humble and devout Chriſtians, whoſe ſudden. Journeys, 
or bulinefles of preſent neceflity, were ſuch as not 'to allow 
them time to attend the publick Worſhip and Prayers of the 
Church, would yet, exprels . their devotion by going into x 
Church or Oratory, and there bow at the Ahar; then kneel 
and beg of God to pardon their fins paſt : and to be their direc; 
and protefiir that day 3 and having again bowed toward the 
Eſt at the Altar, begin their Journey, or buſineſs, and they 
thought God well pleaſed with fo ſhort a Prayer, and ſuch a 
Sacritice. ; | 

Much more might be ſaid for bowing at the Altar, and 
bowing toward the Eaſt : ButI forbear. 

And now, let me ask you ſeriouſly z Do you think this, 
which I thiak tobe a duty, ought to be forborn, becauſe our 
Colin and her Party are ſcandalized. at it? Or do you think 
when L,in a late diſcourſe, told her, how *refitlels and aQive 
her Vnkle, ard Father, and the reſt of the Presbyterian Party 
had been in promoting the late Confufions, and placing all 
Power in that Parliament, 164c. that murthered "Dr. Laud, 
the late religious Biſhop of Canterbury, the late good and pious 
King Charles, and were the cauſe of fpilling' ſo much in- 
noccnt bloud, and ruine of ſo many harmlefs Familics? 
Can you think hers to be a reaſonable .cxcuſe : Thaz God 


had 


% 
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ha determined or appointed this, becauſe we were a ſinful 
Nation. . : 
It ſhall be granted, that we were ( God knows we lil] are )) 


a ſinful Nation: And deſerved a heavy puniſhment; and God 


did puniſh us juſily 3 but they had no-appointment to be the 
executioners of that Jultice ; They appointed themlelves, firſt 
to judge, and then to be the Executioners of his will. And be- 
fore I paſs further, I pray obſerve, it was Gods Will,that his only 
Son our Saviour ſhould be betrayed : But who would be the Jud. 
todo it? Or the Souldiers that Crucitied him 2 Or could Fu- 
dus look back with comfort that he was uſed in betraying him ? 
I hope it is far from your thought to think or ſay ſo. 

Let me tell you, that the learned Dr. Abbot, the late Lord 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, that was next before Dr. Laud, 
( whoſe head your Long Parliament cut off J intended to kill 
a Buck, 1621. butthe Arrow'did fo glance, that he kilPd the 
Kecper immediately. TheChurch of England judges ſudden 
death to be a puniſhment, and therefore prays againſt ir. And 
though it is certain God would not have puniſhed that Keeper 
with aſudden death if the Keeper had not deſerved it; and 
certain alſo that the good Biſhop thought ſo; yet he lamented 
to the laſt hour of his own life, that his hand was uſed to bring 
ſudden death upon another. And he teſtified his ſorrow, by 
what I (hall relate to you. - 

<« After that reſtleſs night, which followed this (ad accident, 


« he ſent carly in the morning for the Keepers Wife 3 bemoan'd 


<* himſelf to her, and begg'd her pardon 3 which being ob- 
< tained, heſetled upon her an annuity, by which ſhe was en- 
<« abled to live with much more eaſe and plenty, though pro- 
« bly with leſs comfort, than if ſhe had ſtill enjoy ed her Hul- 


<« band. For her two Daughters, he provided competent por- 


<« tions; and a better education and ſettlement for her three 
« Sons, than the Father could probably have made if he had 
« ſtill lived. | 
<« This hedid for them. And as for himſelf, this ſad acci- 
« dent begot in himthat which St. Payt rejoyced to hind in his 
« Corinthians, 2 Cor. 7.11. even a godly ſorrow, and revenge ; 
« for he kept a ſevere Weekly Faſt, the day that this fad acci- 
« dent befel him, during the remainder of his life ; and died 
<« lamenting it, | | 
Let 
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Let me ſtop here, and tell you, it is far otherways with you 
and your Presbyterian Party, than with this peniter:t Biſhop: 
For, though it is moſt certain you: were the cautcE of the late 
Confuſion in the Church, and of che War and Bloud that fol- 
lowed it; yet I do not tiad one of you that lays his hand 
upon his breaſt, and ſays : 

Lord what have I done ? Lord pardon me. No, you are far 
from that temper ; And, he that conſiders the temper of the 
preſent times, and your reftle(s adivity in it, may conclude, 
you are as Willing to begin new Commotions, as you are ſenſe- 
leſs of the old. 

My meaning is not, in faying this to upbraid, or provoke 
you but rather to convince and unbeguile you . And that [ 
may the better do that, I will in what follows anſwer ſome of 
the moſt material of your common objections. 

You ſay, the Biſhops bave great revenues, and preach not for it, 
to which I will anſwer you in love: Firſt, you ſay that the 
Biſhops revenues are much greater than indeed they are : And 
yqu ſeen to repine, becauſe you do not conſider, how much 
muſt go out of them, by Firft- Fruits, Tenths, and other pay- 
ments of neceſſity. And you ought to contider, much muſt go 


out in Bounty and Charity, and ſome in Hoſpitality and State. 
'T fay in ſtate and attendance : For is it fit that the Judge of all 
the infcriour Clergy of his Diocels, and of many of the Laity, 
' ſhould not have a liberal Revenue, and live in more plenty and 
' ſplendour than the Common People do, or can do ? Doubt- 
Tefs it is neceſſary ; For let him be never ſo prudent and dili- 
gent; ſo inwardly humble, and outwardly meek, yet if he 


have not a Revenue to live above the Common People, he 
muſt make himſelf a Companion for them, and loſe the reve- 
rence due to his Dignity and, by that, make himſelf both 
cheap, and contemptible ; and he that will conſider the ne- 
ceſlity of a Biſhop's living thus, and the (mall Revenue that 
molt of the Biſhops have, may turn his maligning them their 
Revenue, into a wonder, how they make their Revenue to do 
it, and apity it isno more. 

There are indeed, ſome few of them, whoſe Revenues do 
abound 3 and I think ſhall not be miſfiaken ifI ſay, there have 


becn by th:m more High-ways mended, and more Hoſpitals, 
'Schools, and Colledges built and endowed, than by five 


times 
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times their number of 
yers of this Nation, though very many of their employmenits, curn 
ro muchmore profit z and yet, theirs is not repined at. 4 
MAnd let me tell you alſo, ic is not often that any is madea Biſhop 
ill the age of ſixty years and then he undertakes the Care and 
toyl of Government, to prevent Herefie and Schiſm, or ſuppreſs and 
puniſh them and, as occafion ſerves, by his writing to'dcfend this 
Church from the Clamours of the Church of Rome, or the rclile(s 


' © SeQarics of this.And may not the Revenue of a Biſhop be thought a 
juſt reward for his forty years paſt fiudy, and his preſent care, though = 


he preach not? And yet many of them do preach often, though nor 
weekly, And let me add this to what is ſaid; What if the Kiog 
ſhould give the Revenue toa Biſhop only becauſe he is learned, and 
condition with him not topreach}, or make a DoQtor of the Civil 
Law a Biſhop, who is not in Orders, and- ſhould not preach, but 
govern, (* which I think he may do, ) what is this,co you or your 
Party ? You oughtto conſider this, and that the Biſhops Revenues 
was never theirs, nor yours, nor your Predeccſſors, nor can any 
man now living claim it for his. Is is only and moſt certsinly God: 3 
given to him by. our Kings Predecefſors, and our King appoints 
who ſhall govern the Church under him, and have che Churches 
Revenue for their reward. 


More might be added,but I am as weary of ſaying this,as you will 


be torcad it. » SY | 

Now for Preaching, I praiſe God I underſtand my duty both to 
him and my neighbour, the berter by hearing of Sermons. And 
though I be defeRQive in the performance of both ( for which I be- 
ſcech Almighty God to pardon me _) yet, I had been a much worſe 


Chriſtian it I had not frequented the blefſed Ordinance of Preaching, - 


which has convinced me of my many fins paſt, and begot ſuch ter- 
rours of Conſcience as have begot in me holy reſolutions toamend 
my life, and carneſt Prayers to Almighty God, the giver of all 


grace, to enable me by his grace to perform thoſe holy reſolutions ; 


This benetit, and many other like benefits, I, and other Chriſtians 
have had by Preaching: And God forbid we ſhould ever uſcit (oy 
or ſo provoke him by our other fins as to withdraw this bleſſed Or- 
dinance from us, or turn it into'a curſe by preaching Herefe and 
Scbiſm, which too many have done in the” late time of Rebellion, 
and indeed now do in many Conventicles, and their Auditors 
think ſuch Preaching is ſerving God 3 when God knows it is 
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contrary. © Forcan you think to fit an hour in a warm Room, up» 
-.onaficalic ſcat, your hcad covered, your mind at reſt, and your 
& malicious humour pleaſed to hear your Governours ſcardalized, 


- . % and with their ſcandals ſome new needleſs Notions offered to yur - 


&« conſideration 3 and then their truth or talſhood left 'for you to 
« judgeand determine? Can you think you are at this time (er. 
<« ying God, or ſatisfying your own curiolity or malicious humour? 
& doubtleſs not ſerving God. | 

Nay, tit be granted, that you hear nothing but truth preach'd, 
yet I queſtion whether the direQion how you (ſhould honour and 
ſerve God, be honouring and ſerving him. | 

For example, If a Maſter calls his Servant, and gives bim po- 


fitive dire&ions what he ſhall do the day following, and the Servant 


hcars him with good attention, bat neglecs to do what he is dire- 
Red? Can you think the hearing his' Maſters direRion is ſer- 
ving bim ? No doubtlels, itis not 3 it is gravted he could not have 
known his Maſters will without hearing it, but he ſerves him not 
by hearing his direRion, but doing his Will. | 

 Andthc like miy be obſerved, concerning your magnifying ex- 
temporary Prayer by —_ men in publick ; and concempt of the 
Church Liturgy. The firſt of which you call praying by the Spi- 
rit; but doubtleſs, it was an evil Spirit that Fobr Lilbourn, Hugh 
Peters, and many others of your Party praycd by, in the days of 
Cromwel the Tyrant, when they prayed to God to prolong bi life, 
80 ſtrengthen bis Arm, aud inable bim with zeal and conrage, to perfet 
what be had ſo bappily begun, and make a thorow Reformation in the 
Charch and whole Nation. And in the ſame Praytr to libel our late 
vertuous King,by praying to God,that if be had not wholly withdrawn 
bis grace, Jr given bim over t0 aveprobate ſenſe, that he would at laſt 
bring bim back, from bis preſent evil Council to his great Comncil the 


Preſent godly Parliament. 


Thus, or_to this putpoſe, was that pibus and prudent King 
libelled in your publick extemporary Prayers. and the Tyrant mag- 
 nified by thoſe that were ſo ſhamelcls as 'to call themlclves the god!y 

Party. And many well-meaning people weye fo beguiled as to ſay 
Amen to what was thus prayed. And by this 'means the Church- 
Liturgy came to be abhorred by ſome, and negleRed by almoſt all : 
And can you think, praying thus, and appointing God in their 
Prayers what he was to dofor them, and their Caulce; and when, 
and by what menncr and means he was todo it, 'was honouring 
.and ſerving him? No doubtlc(s. | God 


SEP» Mes 
4 3 ah "RELIES 

wy y V0 RT IenY 7 S Fo CY v3 
OY Se Rar: I 7% ri ta 
Re Te, > es rg HL 


- 4 y by > 
- £ 4x TD a6 ET COA BE _—_— 
n 5 , LI £Y. of TY 


Forms of Prayer, as not in their retired and private deyotions to 
make their private Confeſſions of their private fins. to the ſearcher 
of a]l hearts : and beg their pardon of bim, and pray extempore 
for ſuch a meaſure of his afliting grace ſo to ſtrengthen them, that 
* they may never relapſe into thoſe,' or the like fins ; This doubtle(s 


is to honour and ſerve God, but this is but to honour and ſerve him 


privately : And if Ibe miſtaken in my private Prayers my miſtakes 


corcern only my (clf, and end there, But it is not ſo in your Pub- + 


lick extemporray Prayers, the miſchict is not ended when the Prayers 
ate. . ; | i | 

And that theſe ſhould juſtle out the well-known, and approyed 
Prayers of the Church, which were compoſed, and fo pathetically 
and properly worded by the afliſtance of Gods Spirit, in many of 


thoſe bleſſed Martyrs and Confeflors, whom he made his Infiru- 


ments to ſettle and reform the Church of England from the groſs 
Corruptions of that of Rome : I ſay,that you and your Party ſhould 


not when you conſider this, grieve to think it was done by you, is to- | 
me a wonder 3 and I praiſe God that he makes me look uponit with - 


a thankful detcſtation, 

And now, good Colin, give me leave to tell you, ( as Idid your 
Brother in a Letter writ ſome years paſt ) what I do ( or ought in 
duty to do) when I make my ſelf a Member of any Chriſtian 
Congregation, aſſembled to pay reverence to Almighty God, and 
pray and praiſe him according to the InjunQion and Cuſtom of our 
Church, | 6; | | 

&« Firſt, We all do, I am ſure, they that know 'beſt, and are 
© moſt devout do, all kneel, and-as many as well may with their 
&« faces toward the Egft, and in that order, and humble poſture, 
<« and, with one conlent, all make their general and humble Con- 
© fefſion of their unworthinels to appear before God, by rcalon of 
< their many and gricvous fins paſt ; And we beg pardon for them, 
« and his grace to ſerve him the remaining part of our lives 
<<. with more puzity and holineſs : And having confeſt, and praycd 
« thusz if the Searcher of all hearts does bear witneſs with us, that 
< this Confeflion and theſe Prayers be ſincere, and that our purpoſe 
« is to amend our lives; and obey him better : We do, and may 
<« put on a modeſt confidence, that he will afliſt us with his grace 3 
&* and be afſured, that he .is at peace with us, and loves us. 
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© © God foibid, that private Chriſtians ſhould be ſo 'ticd to (er 
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4; 36 The Second Letter. | 
« And this being done in an humble and ardent manner, we pro- 
©® ceed to laud and magnifie our God in a joynt repeating a-part of 
 *the Pſalms, which are all compoſed of gratitude, and mercy. 
« And then apply our felves to the hearing ſore part of Gods holy 
« Word read, tor our information and comfort. 7 
* And then toa publick profeffion of our Chriſtian Faith. And 
* then we again bctake-onr fclves to beg of God, that by his pre-' 
& venting grace we may be that day delivered from the temptations 
© md mifcries that threaten our fouls and bodies; and beg for his 
© affiſting grace to ſtrengthen us fo, that we may oppoſe and over- 
* come both. 7 
« And having thus hambly confcft our fins, and thus profeft our 
© © Chriſtian Faith, and thus begg*d bis pardons and both his prevent- 
* ing and aſſiſting grace for the time tocome : And all theſe in ſuch 
- : © a manncr as _ be all, moſt pathetically expreſt in the ſeveral 
- P 
* ColleQs of our Church-prayers : The Congregation is diflolv'd 
< with the Pricfts blefling ; and alt-betake themſelves to their (eve- 
« ral employments. | | 
« And for my part I think God and his holy Angels look down 
« with joy whea they bchold a Chriſtian Congregation thus in one 
© manner adoring, and praiſing God, and praying for the remiſlt- 
©* on of their ſins, | Bs ng 106 
| Your being ſo much a ſtranger to our Church Prayers, has inclined 
me to give you this large account of them, and of my own thoughts. - 
F might here undertake alſo to fatisfie your fcruples of kneeling at 
the Sacrament, and the Ring in Marriage 3 but there has been fo 
many good reaſons given of them, in ſeveral ſmall Treatiſes, for 
the juſtification of them, that I will decline that trouble, both for 
yours and my own fake. And offer unto you the few following 
obſervations, and fo put an end both of yours and my own trouble. 
And, in order to doing this, I defire you to look back with me to. 
the beginning of the late Long Parliament 1640. at which time we 
were the quicteſt and happieſt people in the Chriſtian World : 
© And-praiſcd be God we yet are ſo, ) we had then a prudent and 
conſciencious King,” whoſe life was a pattern of Temperance, Pati- 
ence, Piety, and indeed- of alf the Chriftian Graces. He governed I 
think by the known Laws of the Nation : Every-man fate then un- 
der the ſhadow, of his ewn Vine, and did cat- his- own Grapes; 
that is, evjoy*d the bencfit of his own Jaboor, and cat kis own 
head in peace, We had then no nced of a Comrt of guard to _ 
a [-4 
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the diſcontented inferiour people from riling againſt Government * - | 
we hed aha need to raiſe thole Monthly Taxes to pay thoſe _ | 
' Comrts of guard, and other Charges, that are now come to be of ne- | | 
c«llity, to ſecure us fromthe yet unſeen Commotions of a malici- 
_ ous, relileſs, diſcontented Party, which were firſt made fo by the- 
example ot the i!-natured Presbyterians : And continue to be foby = 
retaining the deſtructive Principles they then taught: them 3 and? 
which do (till threaten us with new Commotions 3 thus happy we  - 
were then 3 and he that conliders the preſent miſeries of Germany, 
Poland, France; and indeed, of all Chriſtian Nations; how many. - 
Cities lately were, and at this time are befieged , what devaſiations; 
and raviſhings, and fears follow running Armies, what terrours and _ 
' wants thoſe poor diſtreſſed people now groan under ! he that conſi- 
ders all this, and compares our preſent condition with theirs, ought 
.. to ſay, that England is at this time the happicſt Nation in the Chri- 
tian world : But our unhappinels is, that peace and plenty will not. 
ſuffer us to think (o, and ſtudy to be quiet and thankful, 
This, I beſeech you to confider (eriouſly 3 and good Cofinylet me - 
adviſe you to be one of the thankful and quict Party; -for it will 
© bring peace at lali. Let neither your diſcourſe or practice beto-encou- 
rage, or aſlift in making a Schiſm.in that Church in-which you were. 
baptized,and adopted a GChriltian,. for you may continue in it with - 
' ſafety to your ſoul; . you may in it ſtudy ſanRitication; and praiſe it - 
to what degree God by his grace ſhall enable you : You may faſt as 
much as you will 3 be-as humble as you will pray both publickly. 
and privately.as much as. you will; viſit and ort as many difiref- - 
ſed and dejeQed Families as you will 3 be as libera}and charitable - 
, to the poor as you think fit, and are able. Theſe, and altether of 
thoſe undoubted Chriſtian. graces, that accompany Salvation you 
may praQifſe, cither publickly or -privatcly, as much, and as often. 
as you think fit; and yet keep in the Communion . of that Church, 
of which you were made a Member at your Baptiſm. ThcſeGra- +» 
ces you may practiſe, and not be a buſic-body, in promoting Schiſm - 
and FadJion ; As God knows your Fathers Friends, Hugh Peters and 
Fobn Lilbourn did, to the ruine of themſelves, and many of their 
Diſciples. Their turbulent lives, and uncomfortable .deaths, are. 
not I hope yet worn out of the memory of many. He that compares 
them with the holy life and happy death of Mr. George Herbert, as 
it is. plainly and I. hope truly writ by Mr. Iſaze Walton, may in it 
find a perfc&. pattery for an humble. and devout Chriſtian to 
| E 3 ; imitate z.; 


DD NE Cn ET 
% 


a SM 


4 ” . 5% EY ES. As, 
" - ' NN NO FTES YE x Me ISDN. ” OE, 
"= { or > Lok oe ex er et ir LAS 
"4 4 = $* - : +F 


5 & + WE, 


: & LL EE? F 
. 5 ak 3A, Hts x " 
” oy” "FS% F GO On n- ; A tr Fab 3 
” A co 5 Fa 8 Fw "0 - = 4 X94 SS L7 * 
NO a # <: = \ thug aha r: 1 4H \ . 
Pe Her * TAFIEF, ; 


. itate: 'And he that conſiders the reſtle(s lives, and uncomfor- 
table deaths of che other two,(who always liv'd like the Solamander 


-in the fire of: contention) and conſiders the diſmal conſequences of 
"Schiſm and Sedition, will ( if prejudice, or a malicious Zeal have 


not ſo blinded him, that he cannot (ce reaſon) beſo convinc'd as to 


| beg of God to give him a meek and quiet ſpirit, and- that he may 


by his grace be prevented from being a bulic- body. in what concerns 


him not. 
The reaſons that I have offered to your conſideration, . have 
-crouded (o fafi into-my preſent memory, that they have made my 


| Letter more perplext, and longer, and indeed ſome expreſſions in 


it bitterer than I intended when I began it :: But I beg your pardon 
for both. And ſuppoſing I have it, I will cloſe all with this friendly 
advice and caution. A | | 
Remember youand I are but Citizens, and muſt take much that 
concerns our Religion and Salvation upontruft ; I will explain 


my meaning for what I ſay, and have ſaid; by this following - 


Parable. | | 

| < There was a man, that was and continued under fo great a 
< miſtake, that though he thought and granted his Neighbour co be 
< ſirong enough to lite a hundred. pound weight from the ground, 


<< yet could not be brought to believe, or grant, that be was able to. 


< life fifty pound weight from-itz which was doubtleſs a great 
©- miſtake, But, if you will give me leave, I will explain my (clf 
*© by a more proper Parable, and then make my Application. The 
* (ame miſiaking-man offered, and'was willing to lend his Neigh- 


* bour a hundred pound ( thoughit were his whole Eſtate  ) upon * 


< his fingle Bond, but being deſired to lend him fifty pound upon 
< his Bond, he durſt not truſt him with that Ifler Sump, leſt the 


* Borrower ſhould not be able to repay him: And fo he C the © 


* Lender )) prove to be undone by the Borrowers inability torepay 
*« him. | 
. Before I make my Application of what Thaye told you, give me 


leave to tell you, . the Papiſts would obtrude upon all :Chriftians a - 


belicf that all thoſe doubtful: Books, which the Church of England 


calls Apocryphal, were certainly writ by Divine Inſpiration, and: 


ought to be of £qual Authority with thoſe which we call Canonical 
Scriptare; and that the foundation for our faith and -manners ta 
God and-man may, .and muſt be laid cqually upon both. But 1 
think we agree- with the Papiſts concerning all the Books of the 
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New Teſtament; that is; that ofl were writ by Divine Inſpirations  - 
But the L»therans deny ſome part of the New Teliament, which 
both the Papiſts and we believe and grant to be writ by Divine 
Inſpiration. . _': > 

And now. for my Application; let me ask you - ſeriouſly, 
Are not you like this miſltaking-man, that durſt truſt a greater, 
but not-truſt the Borrower with a lefſex Sym-of money? You 
have truſted- the Biſpops, and a ſelef Clergy in a Conneation to tell 
you, Theſe you ſhall rake to be Canonical Booky of Seripture, and ny 
other ; Upon the truth of choſe, and only thoſe, that they de- 
clare to be the holy Scripture, you. lay the foundation of your Faith, 
and hope of Salyation. You have truſted the Biſhops, that is, 
the Church of England fult, their Learning and Wiſdom to know, 
and then their Incegsity to tell you traly which is the bleſſed and 
boly Scripture : With theſe great and neceſſary concerns of your 
Faith and Salvation you have truſted them; and yet, like the mi- 
ſtaking. man, you dare not truſt them with what is of lefs con- 
cern : Namely, you donot believe them when they tcll you how 
the Primitive Chriſtians did worthip, and praiſe, ang- pray. to 
God: And though you have truſted them to tranſlate þ wi cri- 
ptures into Englith, as. being beſt-learhed in the Original Lan- 
guages3 yet you dare not, or do not truſt them with the explana- 
tion of many words which have in the Original an ambiguous 
or doubtful meaning, eſpecially to us of the Laity, who cannot 
kndw the Cufioms and Phraſes of thoſe Nations where . our 
Siviour 'and his Diſciples preached the glad tidings of our com- 
mon Salvation. | | | 

Colin, I hope I have in this made ſome unforc'd, and (o uſeful 
Obſervations, as an humble. and good: Chriſtian will not gain- 
 fay : And, doubtleſs, a ſoul,truly humble, will both think and 


ay, 

NA lmighty God hath appointed me to live in an Age, in which 
Contention increaſes, and Charity decays and-it is certain, that 
variety of Opinions and Controverſies in Religion declare difficulty 
to know them truly 3 but-myicomtgitls, Phat without Controverſie, 
there is ſo much Religion without Controverſie, as by the true prattice of - 
what is ſo I may ſave my, Soul. And therefore, to make ſure of that, 
Lwill firſt become an humble Chriitian, and conclude, that I will 
jn all doubtful things obey my Governours, for ſure they ſee a rea- 
ſon, which I neither can, or need to know, why they command 
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_-andallbeflil-moreand: more confirmed z:ſo'confifmed, as 'tobear 


witneG with me, and be my comfort when I mp(t'mike my laſt and | 
great account tothe Scarcherof all hearts. © + 

Almighty God give" me grace 'to+ p raQile what IT have com- 
mended to your conſideration ;' for! this; and'this only, can, and 
will -make my life: quict and + comfortable, —_— death-bappy. 
And, "my" dear Coſin,-as I wiſh "my" own, fol "We: youlh? may 
-be. 
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